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Editorial â€“ Johnny Chun (General Secretary)
 Many mission leaders in many countries now talk about tentmaking as one of the key mission strategies of this century.  But when we talk about tentmaking, we should talk about it in terms of missions.   During the past two decades tentmaking missions became a very critical mission strategy to many countries in Asia, South America and in Africa as well as America and in Western countries.   
 

Tentmakers International (TI) since 1992, has been working hard to assist and guide national tentmaking movements in many countries; and now some countries in Asia, South America and in Africa actually send tentmakers and they serve very effectively as tentmaking missionaries.   However, we still face many difficulties and problems in serving nations.  For effective tentmaking missions, I believe, we have got to emphasize and deal with some issues for the future of the Tentmaking movement.   Among them, one of the most important issues is the national movements for tentmaking missions.  Our upcoming TI International congress will be really helpful for the Tentmaking movement in each country.   It is designed to strengthen and motivate the national tenmaking movement.  
 

In order to make our TI movement truly international, tentmakers, mission leaders and church leaders including the TI representatives should work very actively in their own country; otherwise it might be really difficult to see the great movement functioning as a unit throughout the world.   
 

Our world congress in Asia and the regional congress in Africa will be really helpful to motivate the Movement but unless mission leaders in their own country move actively for tentmaking missions, nothing will happen.   Conferences or meetings for tentmaking missions can give us the knowledge about tentmaking missions but without a national movement it cannot be active.   Therefore, now is the time that mission leaders and church leaders should move actively for tentmaking missions in their own country.   
 

As the secretary who has been with TI for a long time, I advise you, mission leaders and church leaders to take the initiative in the tentmaking missions movement, working together with mission agencies and denominations in your own country.   Talking about tentmaking missions is not doing tentmaking missions.  Paul didn't just talk about tentmaking.  He didn't just talk about how to make tents; he actually made tents for God's missions.  TI talked about tentmaking missions for the past 15 years, now is the time to listen and learn from real tentmakers and mission leaders and work with them on the surf of missions. 
 

God bless your ministry
 

NEWS

 

ASIA 
CHINA â€“ New book helping Chinese return to the "Faith of our Fathers".    The Chinese church worldwide is growing rapidly and yet Christianity is still seen as something 'foreign' to most Chinese. This book traces ancient Chinese language, culture, and events to show that many throughout Chinese history indeed worshipped the Creator God of the Bible and coming to Christ is a return to the faith of their ancestors. The book is available in Mandarin (paperback only) and English ($15- paperback, $20-hardback + SH) from Leadership Development International, 678/783-4900 or Leaders-Of-Hope(at)ldius(dot) org. [As a means of preventing, in the preceding email address(es), please replace (at) with @ and (dot) with .] 
 

AFRICA 
Senegal -- Operation Blessing International recently built innovative micro-enterprise fish farms in Senegal. 
Working in the village of Buntubat, OBI hatched plans to help a local missionary build two more tilapia ponds, but this time with a twist: the side by side ponds will be fished not by nets, but by draining the ponds of their water. That water then goes to water nearby garden projects. 
Operation Blessing's outreach center director for French-speaking Africa, Jon Cassel explains how it works. "After you drain a pond, you just get a whole mass of villagers to harvest the fish stranded on the pond floor. The fish are on top of the mud, flopping around, but the mud is moist enough so that the fish don't die." 
Large fish are put into bags and sold at market. Smaller fish get transferred to another pond for a few more months in order to grow to marketable size. The ponds are harvested twice a year. 
The integration helps unify the community. The OBI team's project was aimed at demonstrating God's love by meeting physical and spiritual needs 
 

EUROPE
Moldova / Romania -- New government regulations may all but dismantle the radio ministry of Little Samaritan Mission in Moldova. According to agency leaders, legislative changes could jeopardize 9 of their 12 radio station licenses.   According to Little Samaritan's President, Florin Pindicblaj, this month will be a time of challenge for them as they wait for a decision from the government on new media regulations. Please pray. 
 

SOUTH AMERICA
Bolivia -- Political unrest in Cochabamba, Bolivia earlier this month was responsible for shutting down the city. Supporters of the leftist ruling party MAS are calling for the resignation of the governor of the department of Cochabamba, Manfred Reyes Villa.   According to SIM International , fighting broke out in the streets. Two people died and more than 200 were injured. 
The local church, in partnership with SIM, were able to help people stranded in Cochabamba with basic needs such as food and water. Life seems to be returning to normal in Cochabamba. Businesses are open again and traffic is moving normally in the city center. The children went back to school after more than a week of cancelled classes at Cochabamba Christian School. Ministries is now back in full swing now that tensions have eased. Continue to pray for Bolivia as there are still political and social problems that need to be addressed 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
We would like to introduce to you an important free opportunity to make courses more widely known through the Evangelical Training Database.  The Evangelical Training Database is a searchable online database at www.trainforChrist.org    which seeks to give information on evangelical pastoral, theological en missionary training courses in all countriesâ€¦  
  
July 9-11, 2007  5th TI Congress, Malaysia.   Tentmakers International (TI, formerly TIE ) will hold its 5th Congress in Malaysia , and is open to anyone with an interest in tentmaking. From the 11th - 13th, the TI Consultation for TI associates and experienced tentmakers will be held in the same venue. To register, please contact ticongress(at)gmail(dot)com [As a means of preventing spam for our contributors, in the preceding email address(es), please replace (at) with @ and (dot) with .] or browse to htp://www.tentmakersinternational.info     or   http://www.tentmakernet.com 



August 16-19, 2007 The all Africa TI International Conference will be held at the Saint-Augustine Seminary in Bamako, Mali.  The conference is designed to develop the tentmaker strategy of evangelism in Africa, and to train lay people to share their faith in the context of their vocations to the unreached peoples within their respective nations. 
For African registrations in this African Conference contact: tioawa_diarra@ yahoo.fr  in the US contact tie@gatiwa.com and for 
European and Asian registrations please request a booking form from Canon Derek Green at  dgwgreen@aol.com
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