OpportuniTIes
(Monthly newsletter of Tentmakers International)                                              January 2007 

1.              Editorial 
2.              Tentmaker's Testimony 
3.              News 
4.              Upcoming events 
 
Editorial : Derek Christensen (Chairman)
One of the major events of the last year for me was my birthday.   Not because it was a birthday, as I have had too many of those already but the fact that on paper, I am now old enough to retire.  That's what the bit of paper says and the government sent me a letter saying I could now apply for superannuation.   (They used to call it the old age pension but I am sure glad they changed the name!)  I don't feel old.  I don't feel like a pensioner and I certainly don't want to stop what I am doing.  
 
But it has made me reflect a great deal on what I have achieved.   Has it all been worth it?  If I had to explain to God right now what I have been doing with my life, would I be able to say, "I have been doing something worthwhile and it is what you wanted me to do."?   Scary!
 
Over this year I have been working on the whole idea of vocation which in modern thinking is a mixture of work, calling and purpose.   Many Christians are very confused about vocation.  Many are struggling to find just where they fit in God's thinking and how their work fits into God's greater purposes. 
 
My conversations with many Christians lead me to believe that in the west at least (because the west has that luxury of choice) the average person needs to rethink their life work and direction about once a decade.   Few people stay in the same job and same place for life.  Most move around, retrain, start fresh careers, explore new directions. 

 
This is where the global tentmaking movement really has something to offer to the church worldwide.   Millions of people are sitting in churches confused about their contribution to the Kingdom.  It would be marvellous if those who have worked through the issues of mission, call, a theology of work and the kingdom task still ahead of us, could help those who are confused to a strong theology of work, a sense of call that belongs to every Christian and a view of mission that engages every Christian in the task wherever we happen to be.   If we helped people in that way, then one great result would be thousands more who wake up to the fact that they can exercise these newly discovered truths across cultures and especially in places desperate for ambassadors of the good news. 
 
I just wish I were twenty years younger again so I could do this in more places and with more people because never has the opportunity been as great as it is now, to engage the whole of God's people in the whole of God's task. 
 
TENTMAKER'S TESTIMONY
A Korean family that we will just call the Kim's had a time of sharing their lives and sharing Christ during their time spent in country in central Asia.  Dr Kim a medical doctor and his wife a dentist went to work in a hospital where they had ample opportunity to meet the needs of the local people, both in their physical needs as well as in their spiritual needs. This family was fully supported by the Korean government to go to that country and extend a helping hand on behalf of the Korean people, but also couldn't help but to lead the people to the loving arms of our Father.   They made friends with mostly university students and invited them to their home where they studied both the Bible and English together.  From that small group some people could meet Jesus and was baptized.   The Kim's aren't in that country anymore but the group that they started in their home is still going strong and is being led by another couple that should rather stay unidentified because of security reasons. The small group that was started by the Kim's is still growing in numbers and in faith and has actually evolved from just a study group to a home church. 
 

NEWS
 

ASIA 
India - Hindu militants are stepping up their campaign to terrorize Christians in India. Grand Rapids-based Mission India's Dave Stravers says this was proven true yet again with a new church plant in Assam State. "The 24 members of this church were attacked in the middle of the night. About 70 Hindus raided their homes, beat them up, chased these families all out of the village and they are now homeless and living dispersed in several other villages nearby with friends or relatives."  This attack happened late December 18th, and leaves the church body without a safe place to worship right before Christmas. â€“ Mission Network News
 
Bhutan - Bhutan's king unexpectedly stepped down earlier this month, sparking hope that freedom of religion will finally come.   Gospel For Asia's President KP Yohannan says Bhutan is a closed country, but hopes the crown prince will hold a different view on Christians.  Right now, it's illegal for a Buddhist to become a Christian and church buildings are forbidden. According to GFA, Christians in Bhutan are only allowed to practice their faith at home. Those who openly choose to follow Christ can be expelled from Bhutan and stripped of their citizenship. 
 
AFRICA 
ALL AFRICA Tentmaker conference - August 2007 Mali.  -  A small number of places on this conference have been reserved for delegates from MISSIONS involved in the tentmaker strategy of mission in Africa. TI is a "mission support" agency willing to share its training programmes and contacts with traditional missionary societies. The conference is otherwise FULL, with leaders attending from up to 31 African countries. For further details contact the Revd Canon Derek Green dgwgreen@aol.com
 
Sudan - Muslim against Muslim violence in Darfur, Sudan continues. It's already killed tens of thousands of people and forcing 2.5 million other into sprawling camps around the region. Christians are reaching out to the displaced. Strategic Programs Manager with Partners International's Mark Bardwell says the situation isn't getting any better. "It's not only not getting any better it's actually getting worse. There's more factions that are getting broken up. There's less cooperation. Security is so unstable for any NGO's trying to work in the area that more and more of them are leaving. In fact, the UN is now pulling out a lot of their people out of that area â€“ taken from Mission Network News 
 
AMERICA 
Farms International is working in 12 countries, providing small loans to help Christian families start businesses. The goal is to be self sustaining and also to support the local church by tithing the profits of their new business to support ministry. In many countries of the world, family breakdown is a serious problem. Usually it's caused by lack of finances for the family. For example, in Northern Thailand, many families will sell their children into prostitution and the slave labor market because they can't afford to feed their children. Lack of income forces fathers to leave the family for the big city, to try to make money, and then the family is in jeopardy. And, many times the husband will run off or do something else and the family really isn't helped that much. He says loans of $300 to $600 can change families forever. Farms International's goal is to strengthen the families in local villages and towns so that more of this type of tracking doesn't have to take place. â€“ taken from Mission Network News 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
We would like to introduce to you an important free opportunity to make courses more widely known through the Evangelical Training Database.  The Evangelical Training Database is a searchable online database at www.trainforChrist.org which seeks to give information on evangelical pastoral, theological en missionary training courses in all countriesâ€¦ 
 
January 27, 2007 FREE TENTMAKING SEMINAR (MONTGOMERY, AL) 
Use your vocation to reach the nations. Discover how to use your skills in missions, integrate work and witness. Saturday, January 27, 2007, 9am-1pm. Morningview Baptist Church ( http://www.morningview.org) 334-272-2304, Montgomery, AL. Pre-register at http://www.globalopps.org or email jonathanoue(at)yahoo(dot)com with any questions. Presented by Global Opportunities.
 
July 9-11, 2007  5th TI Congress, Malaysia.   Tentmakers International (TI, formerly TIE ) will hold its 5th Congress in Malaysia , and is open to anyone with an interest in tentmaking. From the 11th - 13th, the TI Consultation for TI associates and experienced tentmakers will be held in the same venue. To register, please contact ticongress(at)gmail(dot)com [As a means of preventing spam for our contributors, in the preceding email address(es), please replace (at) with @ and (dot) with .] or browse to http://www.tentmakersinternational.info or http://www.tentmakernet.com 
  
August 16-19, 2007 The all Africa TI International Conference will be held at the Saint-Augustine Seminary in Bamako, Mali.  The conference is designed to develop the tentmaker strategy of evangelism in Africa, and to train lay people to share their faith in the context of their vocations to the unreached peoples within their respective nations. 
For African registrations in this African Conference contact: Tiowa_Diarra'at'Yahoo.fr,.
U.S. contact tie'at' gatiwa.com 
European and Asian registrations please request booking form from Canon Derek Green dgwgreen@aol.com giving your mailing address (for airmail). Registration fee (by 31st December 2006) is 5 euros, or Â£3.50, or US$6.30.   Derek Green does not take credit cards - cheques or cash/notes 
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