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Editorial – Johnny Chun (general secretary) 
Tentmakers and Training 
 

In the last two decades, I met many so called "Tentmakers".  They are good Christians working in foreign countries.  They call themselves tentmaking missionaries but many of them are not well equipped to serve effectively in the mission work they do. 
Many of them do not know how to make friends and share the gospel effectively in cultures different from their own.   Many of them do not know how to make disciples.  They just live in a foreign country as Christians and from time to time, they share the gospel without a preplanned mission strategy. 
 

Should we call them tentmaker missionaries because they are Christians and live in foreign countries and share the gospel from time to time? 
We as Christians are called to live as workers for His glory but not all Christians are workers or missionaries.   
 

A Christian who works abroad and shares the gospel from time to time when he is free without any intention or priority in missions should not be called  tentmakers because we use the term tentmaking as a term connected with missions.   He is a  Christian worker abroad. 
To become a doctor, a person needs medical training, to become a teacher, he needs to be trained.  To become a tentmaker missionary, one needs missionary training.    Without training, he cannot do effective mission work and this missionary training can not be done in one or two weeks.   It takes time 
But if we talk about tentmaking in terms of missions, discipleship and other mission training should be emphasized.  
 

NEWS
INTERNATIONAL

The February issue of Lausanne World Pulse published an article written by Johnny Chun (general secretary of Tentmakers International) about tentmaking missions. An introduction to the article: " In the last twenty years most churches, mission agencies and denominations have come to the conclusion that tentmaking missions is the future of world evangelism . The doors for traditional missionaries are closed in many countries, but the doors for tentmakers are opening rapidly. In many countries, the esire to learn both Western technology and the English language—coupled with the impact of globalization—has made more countries than ever open their doors. Tentmaking has greatly benefited from the rapid spread of the Marketplace Theology movement, which has mobilized lay people around the world for ministry in their own communities..."  To read more go to http://www.lausanneworldpulse.com/worldreports/572/02-2007 
 

ASIA 
Malaysia – The 5th TI congress will be held in Malaysia from the 9th – 11th of July.  It is open for anyone who has an interest in Tentmaking.  There will also be a TI consultation from the 11th – 13th of July at the same venue for TI associates and experienced tentmakers.    To register for these events or to get more information go to http://www.tentmakersinternational.com 
 
AFRICA 
Ghana -- A training center in Ghana is producing fruit within and without its ministry.  Oasis International Training Center is a school that offers vocational training in computers and accounting and Biblical studies.  Ambrose Brennan of OITC said they are seeing the effects of their biblical studies being taken to outside communities.  Speaking of Joseph Hartey, an advanced student, Brennan said, "He's taking the scriptural knowledge he's gaining here and he's spreading it to a community that's next to Prampram." Some students who come knowing only about the computer classes end up enrolling for Bible classes as well.  
 

EUROPE 
Moldova --So, what do a mushroom farm and missions have to do with one another?  It has everything to do with a church-planting vision in Moldova.  FARMS International's Nathan McLaughlin says about a year and a half ago, they expanded into Eastern Europe . Post-Communism was devastating on many of the smaller countries in the former Soviet Union .  As a result, poverty became the norm.  A scarcity in jobs and education caught many middle generation families by surprise.  Desperation made substance abuse a common issue.  
Micro-enterprise was a perfect blend of need and supply.  McLaughlin says they're now helping one church plant with a mushroom farm to get it self-supporting. "There's a group of three families that have renovated the lower level of a vacant building and with about a thousand dollars, some hay and garbage bags, they've created a business that employs a few dozen people from production to the final sale in the market."  
Aside from helping the church, says McLaughlin, the project serves as witness to their faith.  "One strain on the family that exists, is that you'll have the mother or the father that's often forced to leave the family to try and find work and hopefully send money back to the families,. With the FARMS project in Moldova, the biggest testimony that we hear is that it's allowing families to stay together.  Its really become a tremendous witness to the cities where we're working."  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
We would like to introduce to you an important free opportunity to make courses more widely known through the Evangelical Training Database.  The Evangelical Training Database is a searchable online database at www.trainforChrist.org which seeks to give information on evangelical pastoral, theological en missionary training courses in all countries… 
 

July 9-11, 2007  5th TI Congress, Malaysia.   Tentmakers International (TI, formerly TIE ) will hold its 5th Congress in Malaysia , and is open to anyone with an interest in tentmaking. From the 11th - 13th, the TI Consultation for TI associates and experienced tentmakers will be held in the same venue. To register, please contact ticongress(at)gmail(dot)com [As a means of preventing spam for our contributors, in the preceding email address(es), please replace (at) with @ and (dot) with .] or browse to http://www.tentmakersinternational.info or http://www.tentmakernet.com 
  
August 16-19, 2007 The all Africa TI International Conference will be held at the Saint-Augustine Seminary in Bamako , Mali .  The conference is designed to develop the tentmaker strategy of evangelism in Africa , and to train lay people to share their faith in the context of their vocations to the unreached peoples within their respective nations. 
For African registrations in this African Conference contact: Tiowa_Diarra'at'Yahoo.fr,.
U.S. contact tie'at' gatiwa.com 
European and Asian registrations please request booking form from Canon Derek Green dgwgreen@aol.com giving your mailing address (for airmail). Registration fee (by 31st December 2006) is 5 euros, or £3.50, or US$6.30.   Derek Green does not take credit cards - cheques or cash/notes 
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